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Meilach (Misha) Rotholz was born in Ryki, Poland in 1921 to Aron Dovid and 
Sara Rotholz. He was the youngest of eight children and the only one to survive 
the Holocaust. His sisters and brothers were Pearl, Leah, Yechiel, Chatzkel, Bluma, 
Chaya, and Reyzl. The entire family perished in Majdanek concentration camp.

As a teenager he and his Jewish friends encountered anti-Semitism, hostility, 
and physical attacks from their gentile peers. When the Germans entered Ryki, 
Jews were initially rounded up to do menial work. Many times cruel psychological 
tactics were employed such as rigging a bridge with explosives and forcing the 
workers to jump up and down on it.

Meilach fled to Russia where he was detained as a non-
citizen and imprisoned in a Soviet Labor camp in Archangelsk, 
Siberia. There he worked in a coal mine and timber forest.

An agreement between the Polish government in exile and 
the Soviet regime allowed Polish prisoners to be released to 
serve in the army. Hearing of anti-Semitism in the army, 
Meilach fled across the war-ravaged landscape to Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan where he met Brina Kur. 

When the war ended they were anxious to return to Ryki. 
As they approached, they were advised to retreat because 
Poles had occupied Jewish homes and murdered returning 
family members who had survived, fearing that they would 
try to reclaim their homes.

Meilach and Brina arrived as immigrants to South Africa 
on the “Toscana,” a barely seaworthy ship that sailed from 
Genoa, Italy. They sailed through the Suez Canal during the 
period of the Israeli War for Independence in 1948 and settled 

in Paarl, South Africa. They retired to Cape Town, then immigrated to Baltimore, 
Maryland in 1994 to live close to their married daughters, Shirley Avin, (Balti-
more, MD) and Pearl-Anne Margalit (Amherst, MA) and family, Nathan, Danielle 
and Amy. Pearl-Anne serves the Jewish community as the Associate Executive 
Director of the Jewish Federation of Western Massachusetts.

There are no photographs of anyone in Meilach Rotholz’s family. 
Brina (Bronia) Kur Rotholz was born on February 1, 1925 in Rakishok (Rokis-

kis), Lithuania to Jakob Hirsh and Sarah Reyzl Kur. She was the second youngest 
of twelve children (six boys and six girls.) Her oldest sibling, Solly (Shaul) left for 

Cape Town, South Africa as a young man, followed 
by a brother Joe (Josef), who moved to Senekal, 
and a sister Leah Kur Riback who moved to Jo-
hannesburg. Another sister, Dvora Abel moved to 
Palestine. Brina fled Rakishok on June 25th and 
later learned that her parents and musically tal-
ented brother Fyvus were tortured and murdered 
by the Germans and Lithuanian collaborators in 
the gardens of the mansion of Lithuanian Count, 
Jan Pshekzetski.

Brina’s parents had urged her to flee with her 
sister Golda, Golda’s infant son, and a sister-in-
law, Zlata Jakobsen Kur, who was married to Leybl 
Mendel who was serving in the Red Army. All three, 
and Golda’s husband Shmuel Rif immigrated to 
Israel in the early 1970s. 

Brina fled through Anikshot-Kurland where the 
border was open. She went through Jacobshtot 
to Rezshitseh, about 500 kilometers then pushed 
toward Velikeh-Luki-Apatsk. For 90 kilometers 
she struggled through a swamp. From there she 
rode 22 days on the troop train toward Kazan. 
Refugees were distributed among the villages and 
“kolkhoz,” (collective farms) where Brina found her 
three brothers. Because of the continuous German 
conquests, people went deeper and deeper into 
the Soviet interior until they reached Uzbekistan, 
where they found a community near the Iranian 
border. Brina remained there throughout the war. 

Early in 1945, Brina Kur met her husband 
Meilach Rotholz while working on a kolkhoz close 

to Tashkent, Uz-
bekistan where they 
were both refugees. 
They married in 
June 1945.

In November, 
1945 Brina returned 
to her hometown 
and witnessed the 
destruction of her 
Jewish community. 
She and her hus-
band lived in various 
Displaced People’s 
camps in Steyer, 
Austria, and Linz. 
With the help of her 
siblings in South 
Africa she and her 
husband obtained 
visas and emigrated 
there in 1948.
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The Kur and Rotholz Families

SPRINGFIELD – The Hatikvah Holocaust Education Center, 1160 Dickinson Street, 
has announced that it has recently added a “5th panel” of stories and photographs 
to the local section of its permanent exhibition, “A Living Memorial.”

The new section of the exhibit honors Holocaust survivors who settled in West-
ern Massachusetts and includes pictures and stories of these survivors’ relatives 
who perished in the Holocaust. 

As the local portion of Hatikvah’s permanent exhibition is “a work in prog-
ress,” the education center is seeking to add more stories of Holocaust survivors, 

liberators, rescuers, and resisters – and encourages those with a story to share 
to please call (413)734-7700.

By special arrangement with the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires and the 
Berkshire Jewish Voice, a series of stories from “A Living Memorial” is reprinted 
here and the Hatikvah Holocaust Education Center will offer free admission to 
the “A Living Memorial” exhibition to any person, or family, who brings a copy of 
any story printed in the Voice with them.

Kur family picture and friends – Jakob Hirsh Kur, in center with beard; Sarah 
Reyzl Kur on extreme left passenger seat; Brina in front window wearing 
a necklace. This was the first Volvo in Rukashik and used for family and a 
transport business, circa 1930.Jakob and Sarah Kur, circa 1904

Meilach and Brina’s visa for South Africa
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OPEN YEAR-ROUND!

CATSKILLS ON 
BROADWAY
A great night of good old-fashioned 
comedy. During two hilarious hours 
of stand-up, veteran comedians 
Freddie Roman, Mal Z. Lawrence, 
and Dick Capri bring audiences back 
to the golden years of the Catskills.

Sat Jul 31 at 8pm

• Music • Dance • Theater• Family Shows  •

• Metropolitan Opera “Live in HD”  •

“You’ll laugh till you hurt” 
— Joel Siegel, WABC-TV

BARBARA COOK  
tony, grammy and drama desk  
award-winning broadway 
legend

Sun Aug 15 at 7pm

Mention Jewish Federation  
and receive Member discount 
for Catskills on Broadway

“Saved By An Angel”
Youngest “Schindler’s List” Survivor To Speak
LENOX – At 7:15 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 15, Leon Ley-
son, the youngest survivor on 
“Schindler’s List,” will tell the 
moving story of life inside the 
factory of Oskar Schindler – who 
kept the Nazis out and 1,200 
Jews alive.

“Saved by an Angel” – a rare 
opportunity to hear an amazing, 
true story from a man who lived 
through it all – is sponsored by 
Chabad of the Berkshires and 
will be held at The Duffin Theater 
at Lenox Memorial High School, 
197 East Street.

Leyson – born Leib Lejzon 
in Poland – saw his happy life 
with his parents and siblings 
end at age 10, with the 1939 
Nazi invasion and the impris-
onment of his family in the 
Krakow ghetto. 

Three years later, his father 
brought him to work at Oskar 
Schindler’s tin and enamelware 
factory, where he was so small 
he had to stand on an upturned 
box to reach the machinery.

Catching his rescuers eye, 
Schindler became fond of “the 
skinny Jewish kid,’ who he 
called, “Little Leyson.” 

Schindler showed the boy 
many kindnesses, including 
providing extra rations of food 
and excusing him from “the night 
shift” when the youngster’s vi-

Leon Leyson

Give Me Seltzer: A Search For 
Meaning 

GREAT BARRINGTON – At 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 19, Congregation 
Ahavath Sholom, 15 North 
Street, will welcome Barry 
Joseph, the “Seltzer Guy.” 

Co-sponsored by the Jew-
ish Federation of the Berk-
shires, Joseph’s program, 
“Give Me Seltzer: A Search 
for Meaning,” is a whirlwind 
tour of the cultural history of 
seltzer water. 

Based on five years of 
research and his written 
work-in-progress, “The First 
History of Seltzer,” Joseph 
will explore what makes 
people think that seltzer is 
healthy, refreshing, funny, 
and Jewish. 

Joseph will share excerpts 
from his writing and inter-

views, highlights from his 
podcast series, and snippets 
from popular media, such as 
The Mary Tyler Moore Show 
and The Simpsons. 

Joseph, a resident of New 
York City, writes occasion-
ally for the Jewish Daily 
Forward, speaks nationwide 
about a wide range of top-
ics – from seltzer history to 
the educational potential of 
video games – and is currently 
teaching his two children 
the proper way to “spritz” a 
siphon. 

Seltzer and egg creams 
will be served. 

Admission is free. For 
further information, please 
call (413) 644-9722 or (413) 
528-4197.

sion began to fail. 
Though Leyson’s two eldest 

brothers did not survive the 
war – he, his parents, and a 
brother and sister were saved 
by Schindler.

Leyson’s miraculous survival 
inspires him to tell his story to 
school and community groups to 
ensure it is not forgotten.

Tickets are $18 in advance 
and $20 at the door. For infor-
mation or reservations, please 
contact (413) 499-9899 or www.
jewishberkshires.com.
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Temple: “Denim and Diamonds”
PITTSFIELD – From 6 to 
9:30 p.m., on Sunday, July 
25, Temple Anshe Amunim, 
26 Broad Street will feature 
“Denim and Diamonds,” 
a “downhome” evening of 
“Country and Western” mu-
sic and song, entertainment, 
square dancing, and a fabu-
lous BBQ.

Those attending are invited 
to dress ready for a good old-
fashioned hoe-down.

The costs are: $25 for 
members, $30 for non-mem-
bers, and $5 for children 
under 12.

For further information, 
please call (413) 442-5910.

Live 
Generously!
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Assisted Living • Memory Care • Respite

The Residence of 
Choice for Seniors

140 Melbourne Road
Pittsfield, MA

413-499-1992
www.epochsl .com

S3
37

44
5

Jewelry

The Mews, by the Red Lion Inn Courtyard
Stockbridge, MA � 413-298-4436

Are You TOO TIRED TO COOK?
Introducing The Berkshires’ First Dinner Delivery Service! 

Delicious Meals Delivered To Your Door Or At A  
Convenient Drop Off Location.

3-course meals featuring fresh, local ingredients  
and so much more $20.00 

Call us 413-637-8339 or 413-464-1748
Feeling the pinch at the grocery store?  

Make dinner for $10 or less.

Don’t Look Me Up
By Hannah Schiff 

If you were to look me up in a dic-
tionary, I would not be there. I cannot 
be defined as a single phrase or a list 
of synonyms, nor can I be summed 
up based on the glance of an ignorant 
stranger. 

My life reads like a novel. While 
the parchment catalogues memories 
and experiences; depicts moments of 
grief; and overflows with excitement, 
suspense, and a rollercoaster of events 
– behind the visible pages lie secret 
thoughts, pure inspiration, and reason 
behind my morals and actions. 

The past seventeen years have given 
me a chance to prove my individuality, 
break out of my reticent bubble, and 
show the world what is truly behind this 
five-foot, one-inch brunette …with an 
unusual addiction to shopping. 

I have my Jewish identity to thank: 
for leading me on a challenging and 
intellectual path; for shaping the strong, 
confident woman that I am today; and 
for attesting to the fact that I am more 
than a mere vocabulary list of adjectives. 

As a toddler enrolled in Sinai Acad-
emy of the Berkshires, I immediately 
plunged into all that Jewish life in the 
Berkshires had to offer. Supported by 
my mother and father, both avid and 
passionate towards Jewish education, 
and following in the footsteps of my 
older sister, I gained an extensive and 
well-rounded education as a member of 
the Sinai Academy Community. 

There is where the foundation of 
my Jewish voice began to form. Sinai 
is the source of my Jewish education: 
the place where my infatuation and 
ardor for Judaism emanates from. As 
Sinai watched me develop, I watched it 
expand as a thriving institution.

Though Sinai Academy remains the 
heart of my Jewish instruction, as a 
second-grader I faced the intimidating 
transition into the Lenox School District. 
Moving from a class of “seven” to a class 
of “twenty;” being surrounded by stu-
dents of other religious backgrounds; 

and leaving the safety 
of Sinai were all scary 
obstacles as a young 
child. 

Luckily, Congre-
gation Knesset Israel 
stepped in to enforce 
my faith and love for 
Judaism. Attending 
Hebrew School and 
services, year after 
year, not only became 
routine – it became an 
infatuation. 

Hebrew School 
was a blissful escape; 
a place where I could reconnect with old 
friends and find that secure sentiment 
that I had once felt at Sinai Academy. 
Through weekly classes I grasped onto 
the art and culture of Israel; engaged in 
riveting discussions about ethics, geno-
cide, and Biblical texts; and participated 
in conversational Hebrew classes. 

I absorbed a profound sum of knowl-
edge as a student here at Knesset Israel 
– and an acute sense of how connected 
I am to Judaism. 

It has been years since my first 
steps in Knesset Israel’s social hall and 
since I used Rabbi Small’s office as a 
jungle-gym, ardently coercing a plastic 
car around the circumference of “the 
big room.”

Since these initial recollections as 
a little girl, I have pursued greater 
interests in the Jewish community, 
expanding my education and branching 
out on my own. I have been a leader 
of Junior Congregation, an energized 
B’nai Mitzvah tutor, a member of our 
United Synagogue Youth Chapter both 
as Communications Vice President and 
as Israel Affairs Vice President. 

I have kept close contact with my 
Hebrew School’s teachers, offered 
assistance at the Jewish Federation 
of the Berkshires, and discovered an 
indescribable love for Camp Ramah 
in New England. This past summer, I 

spent six weeks exploring the wonders 
of Israel on the Camp Ramah Seminar 
Program – and this summer I am at 
Ramah as an official 2010 staff member. 

My life here in the Berkshires has 
established a deep focus on Judaism. 
Influenced by my Jewish professors, 
my fervent classmates and friends, I 
have become the person I want to be; 
a person stimulated and enthused by 
my religion. 

My adventures as a Jewish teen have 
separated me from the rest of my peers; 
it has given me a sense of individuality 
and pride as I walk down the halls of 
Lenox High School. I am not afraid to 
express my faith, to demonstrate the 
pride and vigor that I feel towards be-
ing Jewish. 

This intense drive and ruach (spirit) 
that I bear with me everywhere I go was 
sparked by Sinai Academy, strength-
ened through Knesset Israel, and still 
shines brightly through my heart and 
soul. 

This pride comes from the rigorous 
schooling I received for the past seven-
teen years; the Jewish education that 
has brought me farther than I could 
have ever imagined – and will stay with 
me as I journey from Lenox High School 
to Smith College. 

I am grateful for having had wonder-
ful teachers and mentors at both Sinai 

Academy and Knesset Israel Hebrew 
School. 

More specifically, I would like to 
thank Rabbi David Weiner for having 
Saturday morning classes this year. Due 
to my demanding schedule as a high 
school senior, I was unable to attend 
the weekly Hebrew School sessions. 

Unfortunately, not going to Hebrew 
School could have meant that I could 
not graduate with the rest of my class. 
But, Rabbi Weiner created the Saturday 
morning course for the few students 
who were in the same situation as 
me – and without him I would not be 
standing here. 

I plan to continue my Jewish edu-
cation in the coming years, and, in 
addition, I hope to spread what I have 
learned along to other teens whether 
it be at Smith College’s Hillel or in the 
dining room at Camp Ramah. 

I cannot possibly thank every indi-
vidual who has impacted my Jewish 
life here in the Berkshires, but I can 
honestly say that I will never forget the 
amount of love and support that fills 
this very synagogue.

If you were to look me up in the 
dictionary, I would not be there. The 
English language does not have enough 
words to describe who I truly am. I can-
not be defined as a single phrase or a list 
of synonyms, as just a name amongst 
the millions that walk this planet. 

I am a proud, successful, and hard-
working adult who will never let go of 
this Jewish identity that I have spent 
years producing.

The above is adapted from Hannah 
Schiff’s high school graduation speech 
at Congregation Knesset Israel in Pitts-
field. Schiff, who recently graduated 
from Lenox High School, is spending the 
summer as a counselor at Camp Ramah 
New England and will be attending Smith 
College in the fall.

I have my Jewish identity to thank

Hadassah’s “Chai Tea”

Sherri James Buxton

PITTSFIELD – Berkshire Hills 
Hadassah’s “Chai Tea” – a gra-
cious summer tradition of many 
years standing – will be held at 
noon on Wednesday, August 4 
in the air-conditioned home of 
Sharon Siegel, 846 West Street. 

The “Chai Tea” includes a 
light lunch and features the 
“Songs of Irving Berlin” per-
formed by noted cabaret singer, 
Sherri James Buxton, accompa-
nied by Bob Shepherd.

The event benefits “Young 

Judaea,” Hadassah’s program 
that provides Jewish and Zion-
ist experiences for young people 
through summer camps as well 
as social and recreational ac-
tivities both in the United States 
and Israel.

Reservations and a mini-
mum donation of $25 to Beth 
Abramson, 64 Cambridge Av-
enue, Pittsfield, MA 01201. 

For further information, 
please call (413) 499-5070 or 
(413) 442-3492.

Tag Sale at Beth Israel
NORTH ADAMS – From 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Sunday, August 
22, Congregation Beth Israel, 53 
Lois Street, is holding a tag sale.

Items that may be donated, 
which must be clean and in 
good working order, include: 
furniture, books, music, movies, 
linens, jewelry and accessories, 
sports equipment, toys, small 
appliances, and household and 
decorative items.

Also accepted, through ad-

vance arrangement, are objects 
of particular value, such as art 
works, which will be raffled.

Computers, televisions, and 
clothing may not be donated.

Items may be dropped off 
at the synagogue Mondays 
through Fridays, from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Pick-up can be arranged. 

For further information, 
please contact (413) 663-3621or 
paulettewein201@yahoo.com.


